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3.  NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
Obviously, these towns are heavily influenced by the natural resource base.  Farm and forest land 
dominate in all three.  Jay and Westfield share a series of peaks defining the northern most chain 
of the Green Mountains.  The peaks immediately related to Jay Peak form a critical part of the 
local, regional, and even, one might suggest, the international landscape.  These peaks dominate 
the area and are visible from all three towns and many points throughout the Northeast Kingdom, 
including being part of a panoramic landscape visible from Burke Mountain, from the fire tower 
near Lake Elmore, from the town lookout in Brownington, as well as many areas to the west and 
from vantage points along the broad alluvial river plain formed by the St. Lawrence River in 
Canada.  It is reported “on a clear day, one may view the streets of Montreal to the northwest, the 
White Mountains to the east, and Lake Champlain and the Adirondacks to the south and west.”   
Troy has no very high peaks.  The only hill usually appearing on town maps is the 1,200 foot 
high Warner Hill on the western outskirts of North Troy village.  On the other hand, with the 
exception of the Jay Peak Ski Area, Troy enjoys a historic built infrastructure, e.g. sites of old 
mills, civic buildings, the covered bridge, and so on.  
 
The spectacular northern spur of the Green Mountain chain runs from the southwestern most 
corner of Westfield, due north through western Jay to the Canadian border.  It is further 
identified as the northern-most section of Vermont’s famous Long Trail.  From the south to the 
north, the following named features emerge: Hazens Notch (altitude 1700 ft.) by Hazens Notch 
State Park and Natural Area, Sugarloaf Mountain (2543 ft.), Strawberry Hill (Long Trail State 
Forest), Buchanan Mountain (2,940 ft.), Domeys Dome (2,820 ft.), Gilpin Mountain (2,940 ft.), 
Little Jay (3,182), Big Jay (3,786 ft.), Jay Peak (3,861 ft.) and North Jay Peak (3,438 ft.).  
Ironically, of all the “Jay” named peaks in this area, only North Jay Peak actually lies in Jay 
Town.  Big and Little Jay lie 1/10 of a mile west of the Westfield Town’s western border in 
Montgomery Town.  Jay Peak, Jay State Forest and Jay Peak Trail all lie in Westfield Town.  Of 
the three towns, we have found evidence of a talc quarry in Troy, owned by Vermont Talc (with 
mills in Chester and Johnson), and a second, older quarry in Windham.    
While the mountains in the western portions of these towns provide often spectacular skylines, 
there are a number of significant local “viewscapes,” including those from Hazen’s Notch, the 
state forests, the long trails and especially around the River Road Covered Bridge in Troy. Other 
infrastructure-enhancing local civic structures include the cluster of activity in North Troy 
Village, exemplified by the close proximity of the town fire station, the library, Troy Elementary 
School, the Town Hall and the Post Office. Moreover, the underutilized railroad and 
accompanying railroad bed is still an important resource to the village town and region.  
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